Pastor Mark Schmechel Oct. 4, 2026
Series: Googled 1 Thes. 4:13

WHAT HAPPENS WHEN YOU DIE?

Our souls/spirits are taken to heaven.

John 3:16, 18 (NIV) For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that
whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life... '8 Whoever believes in
him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands condemned already
because they have not believed in the name of God’s one and only Son... 3¢ Whoever
believes in the Son has eternal life, but whoever rejects the Son will not see life, for
God'’s wrath remains on them.

What happens to my soul?

What happens to my body?

1 Thessalonians 4:13 (NIV) Brothers and sisters, we do not want you to be uninformed
about those who sleep in death, so that you do not grieve like the rest of mankind, who
have no hope.

1 Thessalonians 4:14 (NIV) For we believe that Jesus died and rose again, and so we
believe that God will bring with Jesus those who have fallen asleep in him.

5 According to the Lord’s word, we tell you that we who are still alive, who are left until
the coming of the Lord, will certainly not precede those who have fallen asleep.

16 For the Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud command, with the
voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise
first. 17 After that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught up together with them
in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we will be with the Lord forever.

8 Therefore encourage one another with these words.



Heaven is not the default.

Revelation 20:11 (NIV) Then | saw a great white throne and him who was seated on it.
The earth and the heavens fled from his presence, and there was no place for them.

2 And | saw the dead, great and small, standing before the throne, and books were
opened. Another book was opened, which is the book of life. The dead were judged
according to what they had done as recorded in the books. 3 The sea gave up the dead
that were in it, and death and Hades gave up the dead that were in them, and each
person was judged according to what they had done. ¥ Then death and Hades were
thrown into the lake of fire. The lake of fire is the second death. ' Anyone whose name
was not found written in the book of life was thrown into the lake of fire.

Matthew 25:46 (NIV) Then they will go away to eternal punishment, but the righteous to
eternal life.

John 3:36 (NIV) Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life, but whoever rejects the
Son will not see life, for God’s wrath remains on them.

You can have assurance that when you die, you will go to heaven.

Acts 4:12 (NIV) Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under
heaven given to mankind by which we must be saved.

Romans 10:9 (NIV) if you declare with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your
heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.



