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ALIGNING OUR MOTIVES 
 
 
James and John observed:   
1).  Raising the daughter of Jairus 
Mark 5:37 (NIV) He did not let anyone follow him except Peter, James and John the brother of 
James. 
 
 
 
2).  Transfiguration 
Mark 9:2 (NIV) After six days Jesus took Peter, James and John with him and led them up a high 
mountain, where they were all alone. There he was transfigured before them. 3 His clothes 
became dazzling white, whiter than anyone in the world could bleach them.   
 
 
 
Mark 3:17 (NLT)  James and John (the sons of Zebedee, but Jesus nicknamed them “Sons of 
Thunder”) 
 
 
Fire Down from Heaven  
Luke 9:52-56 (NIV) And he sent messengers on ahead, who went into a Samaritan village to get 
things ready for him; 53 but the people there did not welcome him, because he was heading for 
Jerusalem. 54 When the disciples James and John saw this, they asked, “Lord, do you want us to 
call fire down from heaven to destroy them?” 55 But Jesus turned and rebuked them. 56 Then he 
and his disciples went to another village. 
 
 
Who’s the Greatest? 
Mark 10:35 (NIV) Then James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came to him. “Teacher,” they said, 
“we want you to do for us whatever we ask.” 36 “What do you want me to do for you?” he 
asked.  
 
 
37 They replied, “Let one of us sit at your right and the other at your left in your glory.” 38 “You 
don’t know what you are asking,” Jesus said. “Can you drink the cup I drink or be baptized with 
the baptism I am baptized with?” 39 “We can,” they answered. Jesus said to them, “You will drink 
the cup I drink and be baptized with the baptism I am baptized with, 40 but to sit at my right or 
left is not for me to grant. These places belong to those for whom they have been prepared.”  
41 When the ten heard about this, they became indignant with James and John. 



 
 
42 Jesus called them together and said, “You know that those who are regarded as rulers of the 
Gentiles lord it over them, and their high officials exercise authority over them. 43 Not so with 
you. Instead, whoever wants to become great among you must be your servant, 44 and whoever 
wants to be first must be slave of all. 45 For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but 
to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.” 
 
 
 
Acts 12:1 (NIV) It was about this time that King Herod arrested some who belonged to the 
church, intending to persecute them. 2 He had James, the brother of John, put to death with the 
sword 
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