The Journey Continues
As we have settled into our church home on Grant Street for three years
now, we have seen incredible growth and many lives transformed by
Jesus! And while it would be easy to get comfortable and turn inward, I
believe God is calling us to something greater. I know you do
too. Our best days are ahead of us!
That’s why I want to invite you to be a part of a historic moment in the life
of our church. Whether you have come in the last three years, or if you
have been with us from the beginning, we are about to experience
something life changing and faith building. We are launching a two-year
initiative called Prevail NOW, based on Matthew 16:18,
“And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and
the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.”
As you read about Prevail NOW in the following pages, we are asking
everyone in our church to ask God one question:
“God, what part do you want me to play in the accomplishment of this
vision in my church?”
Imagine what God will accomplish through our church as each of us
considers how we will invest in the eternal and leave a legacy that will
position us for all that God has for us in the days ahead!
Let’s do it together!
Mark Schmechel
Lead Pastor

Our History
From the beginning and through the years we have been trusting God
and He has been continually faithful. We’ve seen God working through
Journey to change the lives of people right here in our community.
People just like you. And people like your neighbors, your coworkers,
your family and friends. We want to continue the journey that was
started years ago.

2004-2011
In 2004, a small group of us began to meet at De
Pere Middle School to prepare to launch a church.
Every Sunday we hauled all of our sound
equipment in and out of the school auditorium,
and all of our children's supplies into a trailer. We
did this for 7 years and God faithfully provided
growth, volunteers, and people coming to Christ.

2011-2019
In 2011, we moved to our Wisconsin St. location.
We kept our focus on building community within
the church AND reaching people outside the
church. We did a lot of growth groups in homes
and gatherings in the community to grow and
connect with one another outside of Sunday
services.

2019- Present
We are now enjoying the beauty and space of this
current building and continuing to grow. This
building is not the end of our journey, but just a
continuation of what was started 18 years ago.
Now is the time that we listen even more closely
to what God has in store for the future of Journey.

JOURNEY...LIVES CHANGED
Tim Bougie
Before coming to Journey, it had been about 30 years since I had gone
to church. I didn't believe in God, so when I did go, it was because my
wife Christel wanted me to. Needless to say my life was a mess.
I started going to Journey Community Church and enjoyed it from the
very first sermon. I also attended a Mens No Regrets seminar, hosted by
Journey Community Church, which planted a seed in me to learn more
about God. I then began meeting with Pastor Chaz once a week for
several months.
The first thing he had me do was buy a bible, which I did and began
reading daily. With Pastor Chaz' s guidance I found my faith in God. My
faith had grown so powerful that I chose to be baptized along with my
brother Glenn and my sister Jean.
Armed with my faith in Jesus Christ, I wanted to try my best to live as
Jesus had. I started sharing my faith with my family, and I learned that
most of them also had a strong faith. As a family, we started to meet
once a month for lunch to talk about God and what He does for us.
Because of our shared interest in God, our family started a bible study.
We currently meet every Thursday to discuss and share God's word.
What excites me about Prevail NOW is that the church is looking ahead
to bring more people to God and make an impact on families just like
mine.

JOURNEY...LIVES CHANGED
Mitchell and Danielle Thyssen
Prior to knowing Jesus, we lived life how
we wanted to and how we saw fit. We
put our hope, purpose, and fulfillment
into worldly things - occupation, hobbies,
and each other. However, when these
paths of living fell short of our ideas and
expectations, we were left feeling lost.
My occupation took a turn in a different
direction, and I felt purposeless and
hopeless. It was during this time of
wandering that I began attending
church service. First in my hometown
but shortly after moving, I found Journey.
At Journey, I experienced the love, joy, and forgiveness of Jesus and my
loving Father welcoming me home. I asked Jesus into my life around
that time. Mitchell would occasionally join as well and we related to the
sermons and enjoyed Sunday worship. As we prepared for our marriage
however, it became apparent that Jesus was not the Lord of our lives as
we were still living for our own desires. We participated in a study led by
Chaz with other couples preparing for marriage and realized that
submitting our whole lives to God and His plan is the only way to true
peace, joy, fulfillment, and purpose. It was during this time that Mitchell
gave his life to Jesus.
Our lives have radically changed since coming to know Christ. As we
continue to grow in faith, God shows us that He directs our paths and
will never forsake us, even when life gets difficult. God has revealed His
big plans for our lives, particularly at Journey leading the Guest Services
team and facilitating bible studies, but also in our day to day lives
through abiding in Jesus and sharing His good news with our neighbors
and loved ones. We know that Journey Community Church is reaching
the lost and unsaved people in our community because we were
reached! That is what excites us most about Prevail NOW- more people
being reached and helped to start, strengthen, and share their journey
with Jesus.

We've been talking, praying, and planning for our next steps as a church
and we believe God has made it clear to us. We believe God has spoken to
us through Matthew 16:18.
"And I tell you, you are Peter; and upon this rock I will build my church,
and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it."
That word “Prevail” means to be fully able, strong enough, defeat,
overcome. Churches may play defense, but can sometimes struggle with
offense. Jesus empowered Peter and the disciples to build His church in
such a way that it attacks the gates of hell.
Prevail NOW is a two-year faith journey where we are asking every person
who calls Journey Community Church their home to engage with the
vision of reaching more people with the hope of Jesus. Vision has
implications for how we spend our money, but Prevail NOW is first a
spiritual process of seeking God's will for our church. We will focus on
good and faithful stewardship while continuing our current kingdom
work. Retiring our current debt and funding missional projects for the
future will put us in an excellent position to respond to what God has for
us next.
Prevail NOW is part of a long term vision for our church. Here is what we
are focusing on now and how our tentative budget of $2,019,948 breaks
down:

New Ministry Expansion $111,146
O perating Budget for 2 Years $1,077,105.38

*subject to congregational approval at our annual meeting on Oct. 30

Wipe Out Our Current Debt $831,697.24

As we are focusing on the NOW, we are also preparing for the NEXT. To
put some structure to the long term vision for our church, we created an
acrostic for PREVAIL. Some of these ideas will be accomplished through
Prevail NOW and some will be accomplished in phase two of Prevail,
which is what we call Prevail NEXT.
Plant Community Groups. Research has shown the single best way to
reach a community with the Gospel is to plant a church in the
community. Our goal is to not just grow numerically, but to multiply
ourselves. In the years ahead, we envision planting more community
groups that could lead to a new church or campus.
Reach Surrounding Neighborhoods. We have thousands of people
across the street and around our area that need Jesus. We are diligently
looking for new and creative ways to reach them.
Expanding our Campus. When we moved into our new campus, we had
to tear down a barn. We have plans to put up a new multi-purpose barn
with a cafe, to serve and impact our community in the name of Jesus.
We also anticipate expanding our current building to accommodate for
our growth.
Virtual impact to further the work of the gospel. We now have
opportunities to reach thousands of people in our community and
around the world with our online presence.
Additional staff. As our church has grown, so does our need for staffing.
We are looking at expanding hours, and bringing our staff up to more
competitive wages.
Intentional discipleship training. We are in the process of developing a
“growth track” for discipleship that encompasses spiritual gifts,
membership, evangelism training, and more.
Leadership development and multiplication. We want to empower
those that have a higher capacity toward leadership. This targets future
growth group facilitators, ministry directors, and pastors/church
planters.

What Our Church is Saying
About Prevail NOW
We captured a few of our church and ministry leaders on camera talking
about the impact of Prevail NOW and what they are most excited about.
Here is what they are saying:

It's a BIG vision - We
aren't trying to keep God
in a box and worry about
how it's going to happen.
We can have faith that
He will make it happen.
There is nothing God
can't do .

Prevail NOW provides an
opportunity to join God
in what He has planned
for the future of JCC.

It's a vision that we can all work
towards and follow together as a
church.

Prevail NOW is about
taking the steps to prepare
for the future of the church
- that is wise and it's
important.

This campaign is based on
going out into the world
and playing offense. We
don't have to fear the
world, we get to go out and
plant seeds - that is what
playing offense looks like in
the kingdom of God.

I am excited about the
vision to reach people in
the community and
creating more space to
bring people in.

How You Can Support
It will take every one of us asking, "God, what part do you want me to
play in the accomplishment of this vision in my church?" And then
respond when God gives you an answer. It is not about equal amounts,
but equal sacrifices.
What, exactly, does that mean? It means we don’t have an amount we’re
expecting everyone to give or that we’ll give equally — there are those
who are able to give more total dollars than others — but equal sacrifice
means we all seek God’s direction, ask Him how much He wants us to
commit, and then we obey that direction even if it scares us! God is
planning to bless this church for our obedience in following His vision. So
the initiative goal of $2,019,948 is really a secondary goal — our primary
goal is 100% participation by everyone who calls Journey home.
Prayerfully consider the following gift chart as you seek to hear from God
and the part He is asking you to play.

Practical Ways To Save
Maybe you are asking yourself how you could possibly be a part of
something so big. Maybe you are asking how you could possibly give
more? You want to be a part of this and give beyond and above what you
already are, but it seems daunting. You are not alone! We have the same
thoughts and questions as you. So we came up with a few practical ways
to help all of us on this journey towards God's vision together. Remember,
it's not equal gifts, but equal sacrifices.

Coffee Drink: Sacrifice one specialty coffee drink ($6/week for two years) is
$624
Streaming Services: Eliminate one or more of your streaming services like
Netflix, Peacock, Apple TV, Spotify, etc...( $14.99/month for two years) is
$360
Eating Out: The average cost to eat out for family of 4 ($50/twice a month
for two years) is $2400
Staycation: Did you know the average cost for a couple to travel outside of
their state on a one-week vacation is $3200? Over the next two years,
consider staying in-state. We have so many beautiful places right here in
Wisconsin that can be enjoyed for a relaxing staycation.
Cash Back Rewards: If you have accounts or services that provide cash
back rewards, consider donating that towards the campaign.
Sell something: Not using that boat? Motorcycle? Motorhome? Whatever
you’re not using, consider selling it and donating the money. You haven’t
really missed the money anyway.
Property: Donate the proceeds from a property sale (like Barnabus in Acts
4:36)
Gift stock: Do you have a stock you wouldn’t really miss if you gave it
away? Consider gifting your stock. There are tremendous tax advantages
to gift toward a non-profit, especially in capital gains tax savings!

Praying Together
These next 2 years are going to stretch and grow us. Prevail NOW is
not a fundraiser, it’s a faith raiser.
Would you join us in prayer together as a church and ask for an
answer to this question: God, what part do you want me to play in
the accomplishment of this vision in my church?

Ephesians 3:20
Now all glory to God, who is able, through his
mighty power at work within
us, to accomplish infinitely more than we
might ask or think.

2 Corinthians 8: 2-5
For in a severe test of affliction, their abundance of
joy and their extreme poverty have overflowed in
a wealth of generosity on their part. For they gave
according to their means, as I can testify, and
beyond their means, of their own accord, begging
us earnestly for the favor of taking part in the
relief of the saints—and this, not as we expected,
but they gave themselves first to the Lord and
then by the will of God to us.

Resources
We have created a resource page on our website that will provide you
with information related to the Prevail NOW Campaign. You can go to
www.jourenydepere.com/prevailnow or scan the QR code below.
There you will find resources like Frequently Asked Questions, Practical
Ways to Save, the full Prevail NOW Vision Video, Commitment Card and
more.

Connect with Us
www.facebook.com/journeydepere

@journeycommunitychurch_depere

Download the Church Center App
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Micah & Lydia Marshall - Creative Arts Directors
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Brian Jansen - Student Director
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Beth Rodewald - Children's Director
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