Pastor Mark Schmechel
Series: Rise Up

April 18, 2021
Ezra 1:1-10
MAKING THINGS RIGHT

Ezra 10:1 (NIV) While Ezra was praying and confessing, weeping and throwing himself down
before the house of God, a large crowd of Israelites—men, women and children—gathered
around him. They too wept bitterly.

2 Then

Shekaniah son of Jehiel, one of the descendants of Elam, said to Ezra, “We have been
unfaithful to our God by marrying foreign women from the peoples around us.”

3 Questions to make things right with God:

1). How do I Respond to Confrontation?

Hebrews 4:12 (NIV) For the word of God is alive and active. Sharper than any double-edged
sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts
and attitudes of the heart.

2b But

in spite of this, there is still hope for Israel.

2). How do I remove myself from tempting situations?
3 Now

let us make a covenant before our God to send away all these women and their children,
in accordance with the counsel of my lord and of those who fear the commands of our God. Let
it be done according to the Law.

3). How can I take responsibility?
4 Rise

up; this matter is in your hands. We will support you, so take courage and do it.” 5 So Ezra
rose up and put the leading priests and Levites and all Israel under oath to do what had been
suggested. And they took the oath.

1 John 1:9 (NIV) If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and
purify us from all unrighteousness.
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If you need help with a sexual addiction, we are here for you. Please contact Mike
confidentially at freedomfighters@journeydepere.com

